
Handgun

“Handguns” redirects here. For the band, see Handguns
(band).
A handgun is a firearm designed to be handheld, in

A 9×19mm Walther P99, German semi-automatic pistol

.44 Magnum revolver and bullet, photographed with an air-gap
flash.

either one or both hands. This characteristic differentiates
handguns as a general class of firearms from long guns
such as rifles and shotguns (which usually can be braced
against the shoulder).
Major handgun subtypes are the revolver and pistol (in-
cluding single-shot pistols, semi-automatic pistols, and
machine pistols); other subtypes include derringers and
pepperboxes.
The words “pistol” and “handgun” have overlapping vari-
ations, in meaning.
Although handgun use often includes bracing with a sec-
ond hand, the essential distinguishing characteristic of a
handgun is its facility for one-handed operation.

1 Nomenclature variations

1.1 Multiple senses of the word “pistol”

SIG Pro semi-automatic pistol

The word “pistol” is often synonymous with the word
“handgun”. Some handgun experts make a technical dis-
tinction that views pistols as a subset of handguns. In
American usage, the term “pistol” refers to a handgun
having one chamber integral with the barrel, making pis-
tols distinct from the other main type of handgun, the
revolver, which has a revolving cylinder containing multi-
ple chambers. But UK/Commonwealth usage often does
not make this distinction. For example, the official desig-
nation of the Webley Mk VI was “Pistol, Revolver, Web-
ley No. 1 Mk VI”, and the designation “Pistol No. 2 Mk
I” was used to refer to both the Enfield Revolver and the
later Browning Hi-Power semi-automatic.[1][2][3][4]

Handheld firearms first appeared in China where
gunpowder was first developed. They were hand can-
nons (although they were not necessarily fired from the
hand, but rather at the end of a handle). By the 14th cen-
tury, they existed in Europe as well. The first handheld
firearms that might better be called “pistols” weremade as
early as the 15th century, but their creator is unknown.[5]
By the 18th century, the term came to be used often to
refer to handheld firearms. Practical revolver designs ap-
peared in the 19th century, but it was not until the mid-
twentieth century that the (sometimes-observed) differ-
entiation in usage of the words “pistol” and “revolver”
evolved among some speakers and the use of “handgun”
became prevalent. Previously there had been no such dif-
ferentiation, and in fact Samuel Colt’s original patent was
for a “revolving-breech pistol”. There is no literal equiva-
lent for “handgun” in the Romance languages, which con-
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tinue to use cognates of the word “pistol”.

2 Types of handguns

The general types of handguns are listed below in their
order of historical appearance. Each type can be classi-
fied into many sub-types. Some of these types can also
be differently classified using the general distinction be-
tween muzzle-loading firearms (loading from the front of
the barrel) and breech-loading firearms (loading from be-
hind the barrel).

2.1 Single-shot pistols

Hand cannon from the Chinese Yuan Dynasty (1271–1368).

Western European handgun, circa AD 1380. It is 18 cm long
and weighs 1.04 kg. It was fixed to a wooden handle to facilitate
manipulation (e.g., aiming; holding while firing; holding while
hot). (Musée de l'Armée.)

Single-shot pistols are the simplest possible form of pis-
tols and are known to have existed in AD 1365.[6] The
earliest handguns were single-shot, muzzle-loading guns
with ignition provided by inserting a smoldering match
cord into a touch hole. As such, they were essentially
nothing more than miniature cannon, small enough to be
handheld.
Improvements followed in subsequent centuries, as var-
ious types of locks (ignition devices) were invented. In
the matchlock, the separate match cord was affixed to a
spring-loaded pivot which could be tripped by a trigger.

In the wheellock, a mechanism analogous to that used in
today’s cigarette lighters replaced the smoldering match
cord. In the 17th century, the flintlock, which strikes a
flint against steel, appeared. The flintlock remained the
standard method of small arms ignition around two hun-
dred years. In the 19th century, percussion caps were
developed, followed shortly by modern integrated-primer
cartridges, and hammers therefore traded their flint for
firing pins.
An example of a single-shot pistol is the flare gun. Al-
though not intended to be a weapon, many variants have
been made (See Flare gun). One example is the Kampf-
pistole, or Sturmpistole in its final form, which was de-
signed to function as an anti-tank weapon.[7]

Single-shot pistols continue to bemanufactured today and
are often used for target shooting. They are also some-
times used for handgun hunting of game, including big
game. The most powerful handguns are capable of killing
all game, including elephants.

2.2 Multi-barreled pistols

Not long after the very beginning of firearms, inventors
began experimenting with multi-barreled weapons in the
quest for the ability to fire more than one shot before
needing to reload. Not surprisingly, all types of firearms
were included in their efforts, from volley guns to analo-
gously devised handguns. Before anyone had developed
a practical capability for delivering multiple loads to one
barrel in quick succession (which is how repeating fire is
usually accomplished today), gunsmiths were aggregating
multiple loaded barrels into one place.
Some examples of multi-barreled pistols are:

• Duck’s-foot pistols

• Derringers

• Pepper-box guns (variously referred to as pepper-
box pistols or pepper-box revolvers)

• Howdah pistols, often made from double-barrelled
rifles.

2.3 Revolvers

Main article: Revolver
With the development of the revolver in the 19th cen-
tury, gunsmiths had finally achieved the goal of a practical
capability for delivering multiple loads to one pistol bar-
rel in quick succession. Revolvers feed ammunition via
the rotation of a cartridge-filled cylinder, in which each
cartridge is contained in its own ignition chamber, and is
sequentially brought into alignment with the firearms bar-
rel by an indexing mechanism linked to the firearms trig-
ger (double-action) or its hammer (single-action). These
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Colt Model 1873 Single-Action “New Model Army Metallic Car-
tridge Revolving Pistol”

Colt M1911 pistol, the longest serving service pistol of the U.S.

nominally cylindrical chambers, usually numbering be-
tween five and ten depending on the size of the revolver
and the size of the cartridge being fired, are bored through
the cylinder so that their axes are parallel to the cylinder’s
axis of rotation; thus, as the cylinder rotates, the cham-
bers revolve about the cylinder’s axis.

2.4 Semi-automatic pistols

Compact semi-automatic Smith & Wesson .45 ACP Chief’s Spe-
cial — Model CS45.

The next development in handgun history after a practical

Luger or Parabellum Model 1900, used by the Swiss Army from
1900 to 1949 (among other Parabellum models).

revolver was the development of the semi-automatic pis-
tol, which uses the energy of one shot to reload the next.
Typically recoil energy from a fired round is mechanically
harnessed; however, pistols chambered for more power-
ful cartridges may be gas operated (e.g., Desert Eagle),
or for less powerful cartridges, blowback. After a round
is fired, the pistol will cycle, ejecting the spent casing and
chambering a new round from the magazine, allowing an-
other shot to take place immediately.
Some terms that have been, or still are, used as syn-
onyms for “semi-automatic pistol” are automatic pistol,
autopistol, autoloader, self-loading pistol and self-
loader.

2.5 Machine pistols

A machine pistol is generally defined as a firearm de-
signed to be fired with one hand, and capable of fully
automatic or selective fire. While there are a number of
machine pistols such as the Glock 18 and later models of
the Mauser C96, these are rare; the light weight, small
size, and extremely rapid rates of fire of a machine pis-
tol make them difficult to control, making the larger and
heavier submachine gun a better choice in cases where the
small size of a machine pistol is not needed. Most ma-
chine pistols can attach a shoulder stock (the Heckler &
Koch VP70 would only fire single rounds at a time unless
the stock was attached); others, such as the Beretta 93R,
add a forward handgrip. Either of these additions tech-
nically create a legal non-pistol under the US National
Firearms Act, as pistols are by definition designed to be
fired with one hand. The addition of a stock or forward
handgrip is considered a design change that creates either
a short-barreled rifle or any other weapon, and therefore
such additions are generally only found on legal machine
guns.

3 Operating mechanisms

Single-action handguns have a trigger whose sole function
is to drop a pre-cocked hammer to discharge a cartridge.
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Jericho 941 F (DA), 9 mm with magazine removed.

Remington Model 1858 with cylinder magazine removed. It is
the first known way of using a speedloader in a handgun

For revolvers, the popular Colt Peacemaker of Old West
fame is typically thought of. Its hammer must be man-
ually cocked for each shot. For auto-loading pistols the
Colt 1911 or Browning Hi-Power are typical examples.
They must be cocked for the first shot, but subsequent
shots are cocked automatically due to the racking of the
slide. These types of guns typically have a very light and
crisp trigger pull, making for more accurate target shoot-
ing.
Traditional double-action handguns have a mechanism
that can be either pre-cocked, like the above single-action
gun, or can be fired with the gun uncocked. In this case,
the gun has an additional mechanism added to the trig-
ger that will cock the gun (and rotate the cylinder in the
case of revolvers) as the trigger is pulled. Once the trig-
ger is pulled far enough, the hammer is released and the
gun fired. For autoloading pistols the self-loading mech-

anism will also re-cock the hammer after the first shot is
fired so that subsequent shots are fired single-action. For
revolvers, each shot is fired with the hammer initially un-
cocked unless the shooter manually cocked the gun. Pop-
ular auto pistols in this category include the Walther P38
and Beretta 92. These guns typically have a longer, heav-
ier trigger pull for the first shot then light, crisp pulls for
subsequent shots. Popular revolvers include the Ruger
Redhawk and Smith & Wesson Model 29. These have
comparatively long, heavy trigger pulls for all shots un-
less the revolver is manually cocked.
Double-action only handguns do not have the ability to
be cocked and is usually evidenced by a lack of either the
hammer spur or the entire hammer. A typical autopistol
in this category is the Ruger KP93DAO and a typical re-
volver is the Smith & Wesson Centennial or the Enfield
No 2Mk I*. All pistols in this category have a long, heavy
trigger pull for all shots.
Pre-set triggers are only on autoloading pistols. In this
case the pistol mechanism is always partially cocked
while being carried and during firing. The partially
cocked firing pin or striker is not cocked enough to cause
an accidental release to discharge a cartridge, adding to
the safety of the design, but is cocked enough to remove
much of the trigger pull and weight of a purely double-
action pistol. These types of pistols do not have external
hammers and do not generally have a decock function.
Common pistols in the category are the HS2000 (Spring-
field XD) and the various forms of the extremely popular
Glock. The trigger pull of these guns is between double-
action and single-action pistols. Pre-set triggers may or
may not have a second-strike feature on a dud cartridge.
Some automatic pistol models such as the HK USP Uni-
versal Self-loading Pistol (or U.S.P.) come in a vari-
ety of mechanism types and can be easily changed by a
gunsmith for both left- and right-handed shooters and for
different operating mechanism and safety features.
Glock introduced a new "Safe Action" mechanism that
is neither a single nor double action.[8] The weapon is
never “cocked” in terms of a hammer being “cocked”.
The partly tensioned firing pin lock is released by press-
ing the trigger, resulting in the first and subsequent trigger
pulls all being the same.

4 3D printed handguns

Main article: Solid Concepts 1911DMLS

The Solid Concepts 1911DMLS is a 3D printed version
of the M1911 pistol.[9][10] It was made public around
November 2013[9][10] and was printed via the direct
metal laser sintering method.[9][10] It was created by Solid
Concepts.[9][10][11] The Solid concepts browning M1911
replica fired more than 600 bullets without any damage to
the gun.[10] The metal printer used to create the weapon
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cost between $500,000 to $1,000,000 at the time the gun
was created as of November 2013.[10] The gun is made
up of 34 3D-printed components.[12]

5 Comparison with long guns

Clockwise start at the top left: Glock G22, Glock G21, Kimber
Stainless Raptor II, Dan Wesson Commander Classic Bobtail,
Smith &Wesson .357, Ruger Blackhawk .357, Ruger SP101, SIG
Sauer P220 Combat.

5.1 Advantages

In comparison to long guns (rifles and shotguns), hand-
guns are smaller, lighter, and easier to carry. Since
firearms do not rely entirely on the user’s strength, they
put weaker individuals on an equal footing; when Colt
produced the first practical repeating handgun, it gave
rise to the saying “God created men, but Colt made them
equal.”[13][14]

Since using a handgun, at a minimum, requires one hand
whereas long guns often require both, that leaves a hand-
gun user with a free hand. One example of where this
is an advantage is with tactical lights, where the light and
handgun can be used independently or in coordination;
mounted lights, as used on long guns and submachine
guns, don't allow the light to be pointed independently
of the firearm. In addition, handguns can be more easily
used ambidextrously, and therefore the user can switch
firing hands depending on the situation.
Another important tactical consideration is maneuver-
ability. In close quarters, an opponent could more eas-
ily wrestle a long gun’s muzzle to a position where it is
not covering him, or could more easily wrestle the gun
away from its owner, whereas a handgun offers little to
grab, and would be more likely to still be covering some
portion of the opponent during the struggle.[15]

5.2 Disadvantages

Handguns are often considered self-defense weapons for
use under 50 yards (46 m). While a handgun in the
hands of an experienced shooter may be effective at dis-
tances greater than 50 yards (46 m), a handgun cartridge
is much more limited in its energy capacity than many
long gun cartridges. Many handgun cartridges are op-
timized for best performance from shorter barrels than
typically found in rifles.[16]

Many rifles are able to achieve bullet velocities of over
3,000 ft/s (914 m/s), but rounds for handguns are rarely
capable of achieving velocities over 1,500 ft/s (457 m/s).
Thus, long guns are generally more powerful at any given
range, and especially more effective at longer ranges than
handguns. Because of the pistol’s seemingly low power,
many ballistic vest and armor have the capability of stop-
ping pistol bullets. This is largely due to both facts that
pistols have a shorter barrel, producing a reduced veloc-
ity, and the shape of the nose, which also reduces pene-
tration. These problems also apply to submachine guns.
Demonstration project armor issued by NIJ was designed
to ensure a 95 percent probability of survival after being
hit with a .38 caliber and the widely used 9mm bullet at a
velocity of 800 ft/s. Furthermore, the probability of re-
quiring surgery if hit by a projectile was to be 10 percent
or less.[17]

A shooter is generally able to achieve considerably greater
accuracy with a long gun than with a handgun. This is due
to several aspects, such as:
The longer distance between the rear and front sights of a
long gun makes for better aim. The larger size of a long
gun allows a shooter to get a more stable hold. A long gun
also achieves a higher muzzle velocity, which reduces the
bullet travel time and thus reduces external effects on the
bullet such as gravitational drop and wind. Longer barrels
alsomeansmore bullet spin attained while in the barrel, to
improve the geometric accuracy of themoment of inertia.

6 Handguns and gun politics

Main article: Gun politics

Many handgunmodels are easily concealed on a person—
a trait that is useful both to people wishing to bear arms
for self-protection and to criminals wishing to carry a
handgun for illegal purposes. For these reasons, hand-
guns are a particular focus of debates on gun politics, and
in many jurisdictions both keeping and bearing them is
much more heavily regulated than with long guns.

6.1 Australia

Civilian ownership of handguns in Australia is legal, but
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heavily restricted. Handguns may not be owned for self-
defense purposes (Target shooting, collecting, and occu-
pational reasons for farmers/gun dealers are, by and large,
the only legal reasons for handgun ownership), and any-
one wishing to possess a handgun must obtain a firearms
license and observe stringent storage regulations. Calibre
for handguns is limited to .38; however, calibres up to .45
may be obtained with a permit for certain disciplines such
as Metallic Silhouette. Minimum barrel lengths are im-
posed for handguns with 4” for Revolvers and 4.72"(120
mm) for Semi-Automatic Pistols. Pistol magazines with
a capacity of over 10 rounds are restricted to collectors,
security guards and firearms dealers.

6.2 Canada

In Canada, ownership of handguns is restricted and sub-
ject to registration. Guns with a barrel length of 105 mm
(about 4.14 inches) or less and handguns that fire .25 or
.32 caliber ammunition are classified as prohibited with
certain International Sporting Handgun exceptions.[18]
Some users are allowed to possess a handgun or rifle clas-
sified as prohibited (automatic and certain semi automatic
firearms) if the firearm was owned and registered before
the law came into effect on December 1, 1998.[19] A Pos-
session and Acquisition or a Possession Only Licence is
required to own all firearms. Permits to carry concealed
weapons are rarely, if ever, granted to non-law enforce-
ment personnel.[20]

6.3 Czech Republic

Main article: Gun politics in the Czech Republic

It is possible to buy and own a gun for collecting, sport-
ing, gamekeeping, occupation (private security, money
transport) and self-defense purposes. Unlike most coun-
tries in Europe, in the Czech Republic right to carry a
concealed handgun is a natural part of self-defense gun
license owner, after formal approval (no justification is
needed) is written in the gun license.

6.4 Germany

Owning a handgun in Germany is legal with a firearm
ownership license (Waffenbesitzkarte). The license is
shall-issue for applicants who have met all requirements
for it, which include a clean criminal background, proof
of purchase of a gun safe, passing a test about handling
and laws regarding firearms, and providing a genuine rea-
son for owning the gun. While self-defence is usually not
accepted as a valid cause for gun ownership, sports shoot-
ing, having a hunting license and collecting, are. Hand-
guns with a caliber of less than 6,3 mm are banned, ex-
cept those built for rimfire ammunition and those built be-
fore January 1, 1970. Carrying a handgun (and any other

firearm) is legal with a firearm carrying permit (Waffen-
schein). It is only issued when the applicant shows excep-
tionally good reason why they are in danger (Politicians,
businessmen, etc..).

6.5 Israel

In Israel, handguns are the only type of firearms that most
private citizens may own. They are licensed for self-
defense purposes to eligible individuals. Current regu-
lations limit licenses to one handgun and 50 cartridges
per licensee. Few places are off limits to handguns in Is-
rael. Carrying of loaded handguns, openly or concealed,
is slightly more common than other countries.

6.6 Italy

See also: Gun politics in Italy

In Italy, private ownership of handguns is legal and
allowed under any gun license, as for any other firearm;
as such, handguns can be purchased by all individuals
who hold a gun license of any kind, even a hunting li-
cense, although handgun hunting is not allowed in Italy.
The law imposes limits to the number of handguns that
can be owned, according to their destination of use: the
maximum limit is three handguns listed as "Common
firearms" (those normally employable for self-defense
and other uses) and up to six handguns listed as “Sport-
ing firearms” (those specifically engineered and manu-
factured for target competitions). Owners of handguns,
and any other firearm, under a collector’s license, may ex-
ceed limits and own an unlimited number of handguns,
but may not own ammunition for them and may not use
them under any situation.
The concealed carry of a handgun for personal de-
fense purposes is instead illegal unless the individ-
ual is granted a specific license (Porto d'armi per difesa
personale, “Self-Defense firearms carry license”) which
is extremely hard to obtain and is released only to those
who can demonstrate to have a justified reason, and a fac-
tual and unarguable need, to carry a concealed firearm
for self-defense; such license has to be renewed yearly,
whereas all other gun licenses, which allow the purchase,
ownership and transport, yet not the carry, of handguns,
have a 5-years or 6-years expiry date. Owners of hand-
guns under any other license than a concealed carry li-
cense are allowed to detain the firearm at home or in
any of their premises for property defense, or to trans-
port it unloaded, locked in a container and possibly par-
tially stripped, to a shooting range or to any other loca-
tion where target practice or recreational shooting can be
safely practiced, but are not allowed to carry their firearm
for self-defense, either open or concealed, nor to keep
it loaded for any reason in any place other than their
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home or any of their premises, or outside of an autho-
rized shooting range.
Some individuals, such as magistrates and high-rank mil-
itary and Law Enforcement officials, don't need a license
to privately procure and carry a concealed handgun for
self-defense; Police officers under such high ranks are au-
thorized to carry their service pistol off-duty, with their
Police ID being the sole document needed, while they
need a standard Concealed Carry license for the off-duty
carry of non-issue firearm (on-duty carry of non-issue
firearms is illegal for Police personnel in Italy); it should
be noted anyway that even Police personnel is seldom, if
ever, granted a Concealed Carry license, they are gener-
ally considered to “not need” it, being authorized to carry
to the off-duty of their issue handgun.
Private security personnel is generally issued a 2-years-
valid license allowing to carry firearms (both handguns
and long guns) for service and self-defense, authorising
also open carry, which is otherwise forbidden to civilians
in the country.

6.7 Kenya

In Kenya, private ownership of certain types of firearms
and ammunition is legal under the Firearms Act (cap.
114), laws of Kenya. Applicants for a gun owner’s li-
cence in Kenya are required by law to show genuine rea-
son for wanting to possess a firearm. Reasons such as
intention of using the firearm in target shooting, for pro-
tection or for personal security are often the ones given
by gun license applicants. Anyone as young as 12 can ac-
tually apply for gun ownership under the aforementioned
Kenyan law. However, an applicant for a firearm licence
must pass stringent background checks which consider
criminal, mental and domestic violence records before
he or she can be permitted to privately own a firearm
and ammunition. Where a history or apprehended like-
lihood of family violence exists, the law stipulates that a
gun licence should be denied or revoked hencewith. Ad-
ditionally, the law further requires that any possession,
sale or transfer of a firearm be recorded and retained in
a centralised and official register managed by the Kenya
Police. Moreover, the firearm regulations in Kenya spell
out the written specifications for the lawful safe storage
of private firearms and ammunition by all licensed gun
owners. The regulations also specicify how such firearms
and ammunition may be handled whilst on transit. As for
carrying a concealed handgun in a public place, the law
does not require one to have a permit to do so.

6.8 Pakistan

Main article: gun politics in Pakistan

In Pakistan, citizens in the states of Punjab and Sindh

are subject to strict gun control regulations and may only
carry a concealed gun, even if it is with a bodyguard. Dis-
play of armory in public is banned, with fines of up to
50,000 Rupees. Citizens must also register guns and ob-
tain licenses for them. In addition, for concealed carry,
permits are also required which are issued separately by
the homeministry of each province. Banned weapons are
called prohibited-bore weapons which are calibers above
0.44 in handguns and 0.222 in rifles plus all automatic
weapons. Licenses are issued for these in specific circum-
stances but only by the approval of the Prime Minister of
Pakistan.

6.9 United Kingdom

In the United Kingdom (with the exception of North-
ern Ireland), possession of almost any handgun by most
civilians has been outlawed since the Dunblane massacre
of 1996; the only exclusions were single-shot, rimfire,
and muzzleloading pistols/revolvers. So called “long bar-
reled” cartridge-firing revolvers and semiautomatic pis-
tols (.22LR only) are still legal providing that they meet
the following requirements: overall length not less than
24 inches, barrel length not less than 12 inches. As with
all other legal firearms in the UK, possession requires a
Firearm Certificate. The application and vetting process
is carried out by the local police force and is very in depth.
Good reason (justification) for holding a firearm certifi-
cate in the UK would be target shooting (as part of a
Home Office Approved Club) or hunting. “Self-defence”
or other reasons of this nature are not allowed. The open
carrying of any firearm in a public place is illegal in the
UK unless you have a valid reason to do so, this also re-
quires that you carry it in a gun carry case. Concealed
carry of any firearm in a public place would normally
be illegal, unless authorised by a firearms licence. Air
pistols are still legal, however, those with energy levels
over 6 foot pounds (8 joules) (half the limit for air rifles,
which is 12 foot pound or 16.25 joules) are classified as
firearms.[21][22][23]

6.10 United States

Further information: Gun laws in the United States by
state, Gun politics in the United States, and Concealed
carry in the United States
In the United States, it is very easy to obtain a handgun
compared to other nations . Federal law states that one
must be at least 21 years of age to purchase a handgun
or handgun ammunition from a Federal Firearms Dealer.
The rules for carrying a handgun in public vary by local
jurisdiction. While there are many exceptions, in general
open carry is allowed, but concealed carry requires a per-
mit in select states. In 41 states, acquiring such a permit is
automatic, assuming the applicant has no criminal record
and (in many states) has taken a firearms class. In 8 states
and the District of Columbia, issuing such a permit is dis-
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U.S. Army soldiers participate in tactical range training using
Beretta M9.

cretionary; one state, Vermont, has never issued such per-
mits as one has never been required for lawful carry.[24]
The states of Alaska, Arizona, Idaho, Mississippi, Mis-
souri, Maine, New Hampshire, Kansas, West Virginia
and Wyoming also allow permit-less carry, though these
states still issue permits for reciprocity with other states.
Some states place certain restrictions on who may pur-
chase handguns, and some have waiting periods after pur-
chase, though most do neither, aside for applicants with
criminal records. Anyone selling handguns at retail must
have a Federal Firearms License, in addition to any lo-
cal requirements.[25] The U.S. has 90 guns for every 100
people, making it the most heavily armed society in the
world.[26]

7 See also

• Firearm action

• Pistol-whipping

• Handgun effectiveness

• Machine pistol

• Pocket pistol

• Small arms

• Antique guns

• Target shooting

• Gunspinning

• List of pistols

• Handgun hunting

• Action Pistol Shooting

8 References
[1] Stamps, Mark; Skennerton, Ian (1993). .380 Enfield Re-

volver No. 2. London: Greenhill Books. ISBN 1-85367-
139-8.

[2] Maze, Robert J (2002). Howdah to High Power. Tucson,
AZ, USA: Excalibur Publications. ISBN 1-880677-17-2.

[3] Skennerton, Ian (1997). Small Arms Identification Se-
ries No. 9: .455 Pistol, Revolver No 1 Mk VI. Gold
Coast, QLD, Australia: Arms & Militaria Press. ISBN
0-949749-30-3.

[4] Smith, W.H.B. (1979). 1943 Basic Manual of Military
Small Arms (Facsimile). Harrisburg, PA, USA: Stackpole
Books. ISBN 0-8117-1699-6.

[5] “Pistol, Britannica.com”.

[6] Childs, John (2000). “The Military Revolution I:The
Transition to Modern Warfare”. In Charles Townshend.
The Oxford History of Modern War. New York, USA:
Oxford University Press. p. 24. ISBN 0-19-285373-2.

[7] Pembrey Airport: History

[8] “Glock Pistols”. August 20, 2003. Retrieved 2007-10-31.

[9] First metal 3D printed gun is capable of firing 50 shots,
The Guardian, November 8, 2013. (archive)

[10] World’s First 3D Printed Metal Gun Successfully Fires
600+ Rounds, CNS News, November 13, 2013. (archive)

[11] 5 Different 3D Printed Gun Models Have Been Fired
Since May, 2013 – Here They Are, 3D Print, September
10, 2014. (archive)

[12] Solid Concepts 3D-printed 1911 gets version 2.0,
Guns.com, November 20, 2013. (archive)

[13] Cary, Lucian (1961). The Colt GunBook (Fawcett Book
447). Greenwich, CT, USA: Fawcett Publications. p. 3.

[14] Hosley, William (1999). “Guns, Gun Culture, and the
Peddling of Dreams”. In Robert Merrill Muth; Jan E.
Dizard; Stephen P. Andrews. Guns in America: A Reader.
New York: NYU Press. p. 47. ISBN 0-8147-1879-5.

[15] Ayoob, Massad F. (1983). The Truth About Self-
Protection. Originally published by Police Bookshelf,
Concord, New Hampshire. Republished by Bantam
Books. p. 333. ISBN 0-936279-13-3.

[16] “Ballistics By The Inch”. Ballistics By The Inch. Re-
trieved 2011-08-03.

[17] Effectiveness of Bullet Resistant Vests

[18] http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/
SOR-98-465/page-2.html

[19] “RCMP fact sheets on firearms”. Cfc-cafc.gc.ca. 2008-
12-31. Retrieved 2011-08-03.

[20] “Canadian Firearms Centre paper comparing Canadian
and American gun laws”. Cfc-cafc.gc.ca. 2008-12-31.
Retrieved 2011-08-03.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beretta_M9
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vermont
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun#cite_note-24
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Firearms_License
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun#cite_note-nracosfl-25
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun#cite_note-26
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Firearm_action
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pistol-whipping
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun_effectiveness
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Machine_pistol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pocket_pistol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Small_arms
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antique_guns
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Target_shooting#Handgun_shooting_sports
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunspinning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_pistols
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun_hunting
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Bianchi_Cup_Champions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-85367-139-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-85367-139-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/1-880677-17-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-949749-30-3
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-8117-1699-6
http://www.britannica.com/eb/article-9060197/pistol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-19-285373-2
http://www.pembreyairport.com/history.htm
http://www.alpharubicon.com/leo/glockpistols.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2013/nov/08/metal-3d-printed-gun-50-shots
http://www.webcitation.org/6SRgjjCsK
http://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/barbara-hollingsworth/world-s-first-3d-printed-metal-gun-successfully-fires-600-rounds
http://www.cnsnews.com/news/article/barbara-hollingsworth/world-s-first-3d-printed-metal-gun-successfully-fires-600-rounds
http://www.webcitation.org/6SRgztc8i
http://3dprint.com/14636/3d-prnted-guns/
http://3dprint.com/14636/3d-prnted-guns/
http://www.webcitation.org/6SVllm7Dl
http://www.guns.com/2013/11/20/solid-concepts-3d-printed-1911-gets-version-2-0/
http://www.webcitation.org/6SRhGR1eo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-8147-1879-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massad_Ayoob
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/International_Standard_Book_Number
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0-936279-13-3
http://www.ballisticsbytheinch.com/
http://www.madehow.com/Volume-1/Bulletproof-Vest.html#b
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-98-465/page-2.html
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/SOR-98-465/page-2.html
http://www.cfc-cafc.gc.ca/factsheets/default_e.asp
http://www.cfc-cafc.gc.ca/pol-leg/res-eval/publications/1997/selfdef_rpt_e.asp
http://www.cfc-cafc.gc.ca/pol-leg/res-eval/publications/1997/selfdef_rpt_e.asp


9

[21] “United Kingdom Air Rifle Law & Safety Reference”.
Cbarker.ws. Retrieved 2011-08-03.

[22] “Safety and the Law in the U.K”.
F4bscale.worldonline.co.uk. 2011-02-10. Retrieved
2011-08-03.

[23] “Air Rifles Code of Practice (revised July 2007)".
F4bscale.worldonline.co.uk. 2011-02-10. Retrieved
2011-08-03.

[24] Concealed carry in the United States

[25] “NRA-ILA Compendium of State Firearms Laws”.
Nraila.org. Retrieved 2011-08-03.

[26] https://www.reuters.com/article/2007/08/28/
us-world-firearms-idUSL2834893820070828

9 External links
• Interactive Illustrated Pistol

• Handgun Database

• Ballistics By The Inch - Relationship between barrel
length and bullet velocity.

http://cbarker.ws/resonate-sporting-air-rifles/united-kingdom-air-rifle-law-safety-reference.html
http://f4bscale.worldonline.co.uk/gunlaw.htm
http://f4bscale.worldonline.co.uk/gunlaw.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Concealed_carry_in_the_United_States
http://www.nraila.org/GunLaws/Federal/Read.aspx?id=74
https://www.reuters.com/article/2007/08/28/us-world-firearms-idUSL2834893820070828
https://www.reuters.com/article/2007/08/28/us-world-firearms-idUSL2834893820070828
http://www.genitron.com/IntPistol.html
http://www.genitron.com/HandgunDB/nfresults.asp?Model=&Caliber=&Make=&Type=&Submit=Find+It
http://www.ballisticsbytheinch.com/


10 10 TEXT AND IMAGE SOURCES, CONTRIBUTORS, AND LICENSES

10 Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses

10.1 Text
• Handgun Source: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun?oldid=788399335 Contributors: Jimbo Wales, Bryan Derksen, Robert Merkel,

Ed Poor, Andre Engels, Rmhermen, Gianfranco, Boleslav Bobcik, Heron, Edward, Patrick, Infrogmation, Michael Hardy, Modster, Pnm,
Jll, Fvargas, Empetl, David Latapie, Zoicon5, DJ Clayworth, Tpbradbury, Marshman, Taxman, Denelson83, Twang, EpiVictor, Robbot,
Dale Arnett, Pibwl, Altenmann, ZekeMacNeil, Wally, Ebeisher, Carnildo, DocWatson42, Wolf530, Oberiko, Tom harrison, Everyking,
Lefty, Wicked~enwiki, Guanaco, Per Honor et Gloria, Mboverload, Wmahan, Neilc, Chowbok, Utcursch, LiDaobing, Quadell, Kilo-
gulf59, Karl-Henner, Trevor MacInnis, Randwicked, Mike Rosoft, Brianjd, AliveFreeHappy, Vincom2, Discospinster, Bri, Solitude, Rich
Farmbrough, Guanabot, Rama, Narsil, Fluzwup, Mani1, CanisRufus, El C, Kross, Shanes, Tom, Kompas, Bobo192, Ypacaraí, Tronno,
Mtruch, Dapete, Viriditas, Sukiari, ChronoSphere, Haham hanuka, Orangemarlin, Ranveig, Danski14, Anthony Appleyard, PatrickFisher,
Jivlain, AzaToth, Echuck215, Spangineer, Snowolf, Wtmitchell, TaintedMustard, Gene Nygaard, Redvers, Kazvorpal, BerserkerBen,
Minivet, OwenX, Woohookitty, TigerShark, Guy M, KeyserSoze, Armando, Sirimiri, Commander Keane, MONGO, Fred J, Dmol, Firien,
Ch'marr, BlaiseFEgan, Wayward, Baffledexpert~enwiki, GraemeLeggett, Dysepsion, Paxsimius, Randomlypoetic, Graham87, Noit, Fre-
plySpang, Search4Lancer, Rjwilmsi, Mayumashu, Iolaire, Georgejs, JoshuacUK, Vegaswikian, Nguyen ThanhQuang, SNIyer12, Bubamara
(usurped), FlaBot, Kallemax, SchuminWeb, Windchaser, Gurch, Otets, Czar, Alphachimp, Alvin-cs, Chobot, SirGrant, Jared Preston, Bg-
white, WriterHound, Sus scrofa, YurikBot, Wavelength, RobotE, Sceptre, Hairy Dude, RussBot, Gaius Cornelius, Ksyrie, CambridgeBay-
Weather, Shanel, Friday, NawlinWiki, ONEder Boy, Nutiketaiel, Barberio, A.BigHead, Scoop0901, Bucketsofg, CrazyLegsKC, Falcon9x5,
Haemo, Asams10, Nlu, FF2010, Hayden120, Ghetteaux, Flowersofnight, Curpsbot-unicodify, AGToth, Phillipnpdp, Junglecat, Ocn169,
JMiller, Amalthea, SmackBot, Unschool, Haymaker, Federalist51, KnowledgeOfSelf, Hydrogen Iodide, McGeddon, KocjoBot~enwiki,
Ultramandk, John W. Browning, Delldot, Boris Barowski, Scott Paeth, Edgar181, Mauls, Chris the speller, Basejumper123~enwiki, Lin-
guistAtLarge, Quinsareth, Persian Poet Gal, Dolive21, SchfiftyThree, Dlohcierekim’s sock, Ctbolt, DHN-bot~enwiki, Oatmeal batman,
Nintendude, Yaf, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, KaiserbBot, Addshore, RavenStorm, Jmlk17, Cataphract 40, Berensflame, Chrylis, Anor-
iega, Brainyiscool, Cockneyite, Bejnar, KurtKocaine, Buzzfly, TenPoundHammer, Ohconfucius, SirIsaacBrock, Lambiam, Z-d, Fremte,
Rigadoun, J 1982, Jpogi, LWF, AllStarZ, Sir Nicholas de Mimsy-Porpington, Rajesh Rao, Sjlewis, Jigsaw Jimmy, Booksworm, God-
frey Daniel, Mushmush123, 2T, TastyPoutine, CormanoSanchez, Krispos42, OnBeyondZebrax, Iridescent, Splitpeasoup, Igoldste, Rek-
ishiEJ, Neoking, Areldyb, Courcelles, Tawkerbot2, CmdrObot, Emiko13, R9tgokunks, Timothylord, Gunny01, Neelix, Funnyfarmof-
doom, Malamockq, Cahk, Trasel, Shanekillian, Gogo Dodo, JenKilmer, Myscrnnm, Daniel J. Leivick, DavidMcCabe, Krator, Shiru-
lashem, Remoah, Aldis90, Epbr123, Lax en, Commander Zulu, Wompa99, Tanfoglio~enwiki, Afitillidie13, Deathbunny, Marek69, Pa-
perTruths, Zé da Silva, Jds13, Corwin MacGregor, Wikidenizen, Dawnseeker2000, Natalie Erin, CTZMSC3, I already forgot, AntiVan-
dalBot, Luna Santin, Seaphoto, Nephlet, Lumbercutter, Waerloeg, Klow, JAnDbot, Hmaag, Barek, Michig, Nathanjp, Andonic, Dom
y2k4, VoABot II, Bakken, EOBeav, JamesBWatson, Father Goose, Slayerment, Dep. Garcia, Wolverine06, Jeff dean, Recurring dreams,
Avicennasis, Catgut, Thernlund, Calltech, Warren Dew, CeeWhy2, Mmustafa~enwiki, Climax Void, Hdt83, MartinBot, Eytan123, Ret-
tetast, Ryudo~enwiki, CommonsDelinker, KTo288, Srielity, J.delanoy, Darthvader1, Jerry, George415, Gzkn, Mufassafan, Bballboy31,
Badlikeacobra, Hackah, Belovedfreak, SJP, Kevin Kahle, DanMP5, KylieTastic, Equazcion, Hunter2506, Doctoroxenbriery, Ja 62, S
(usurped also), Adam Zivner, Trackorack, Squids and Chips, PS2luvr, Idioma-bot, Mastrchf91, Thomas.W, Bacchus87, Refsworldlee,
Secarius, GcSwRhIc, Someguy1221, Liko81, Bigdan20020, Filibustered, Hunt4Fun, JhsBot, 1911fan, Abdullais4u, LeaveSleaves, Kin-
head, Pishogue, Ilkali, Damërung, Njn, Itemirus, Andy Dingley, Meters, SQL, Kimber1911, Strangerer, Kyle112, Symane, Alstoneo,
Legoktm, Alucard365, PericlesofAthens, FlyingLeopard2014, Olav 10, AHMartin, Arjun024, SaltyBoatr, Motorrad-67, SieBot, Der-
byCountyinNZ, Madman, Scarian, BonesBrigade, Webmaster 5.5, Oleg.anashkin, Guesswho2000, Booger665, IRSpeshul, Zipperblast,
ClaimJumperPete, Grobend123, 5033R5995, Oxymoron83, Ddxc, Hello71, AnonGuy, Iaroslavvs, Beemer69, Martarius, Tanvir Ahmmed,
ClueBot, Phoenix-wiki, Hustvedt, The Thing That Should Not Be, Knepflerle, Factchecker atyourservice, Remag Kee, Tallball5211, Su-
perHamster, Wutthefxup, Hostile Amish, LizardJr8, Peaky beaky, Starstylers, Shinsei onnen, Excirial, Socrates2008, Three-quarter-ten,
Thefudgeone, Iohannes Animosus, DeltaQuad, Frozen4322, Mgraham1985, Hummer460, The Wicked Twisted Road, Thingg, Xiterion,
Berean Hunter, Faulcon DeLacy, Moni65~enwiki, Koolabsol, Nukes4Tots, ZooFari, Monkeygrits34, HexaChord, Harjk, Addbot, Jojhut-
ton, Dante4, Friginator, DougsTech, Ronhjones, Ka Faraq Gatri, Cst17, Glane23, Dalyryan, TangLab, Katharine908, Tide rolls, Lightbot,
Tribe16, EJF (huggle), Chaldor, Luckas-bot, Yobot, WikiDan61, Les boys, Bigtophat, Nallimbot, Penandsword, Handgunhunt, Magog the
Ogre, Kookyunii, AnomieBOT, Quangbao, Jim1138, Theseeker4, Materialscientist, BeforeTheFoundation, RifledParrot, GB fan, Xqbot,
Richike, Transity, Karagamber, Winged Brick, .45Colt, Warlordofni, Ani medjool, Ajpralston1, Mark Schierbecker, RibotBOT, Shad-
owjams, Joediss, E0steven, Erik9, Žiedas, 11cookeaw1, Krasilschic, Prari, Tiyang, FrescoBot, Surv1v4l1st, Tobby72, Recognizance, HJ
Mitchell, Weetoddid, Maxparziale, Todavia no se, Sytykj, Velociostrich, Pinethicket, Metricmike, 10metreh, Tom.Reding, Half price,
SoccerMan2009, Hamtechperson, Serols, SpaceFlight89, Krondarf, Blueteamguy, Full-date unlinking bot, Miguel Escopeta, Concerned-
Vancouverite, The Master Puff, Curious falcon, Miracle Pen, Unrulyevil, ROG5728, Suffusion of Yellow, Nascar1996, DARTH SIDIOUS
2, Kwikrnu, Yomamayopapa, Misconceptions2, Fukyoo, Buggie111, NerdyScienceDude, Munchinfu, Irockandallsock, EmausBot, John
of Reading, Nicky Clendenin, Ajraddatz, Faceless Enemy, GoingBatty, Bob sagget101, Mk5ross, Wikipelli, Dcirovic, Ronk01, Guninfor-
mation, Érico, GZ-Bot, Cimmerian praetor, SporkBot, Rcsprinter123, Jay-Sebastos, Booner135, Stefan Milosevski, Skrunyak, Hilde27,
Asatav, Sew2wiki, Compshoot, ClueBot NG, SlashMe, Answer4u, Widr, Chitt66, Helpful Pixie Bot, Titodutta, Showtime34, Manix0013,
Jacobwitt, Lex004, MangoWong, PHD-teacher, Godzilladude123, T1987K, SprintToTheFinish, Dave2704, Khazar2, Kyle Battis, Wahj-
asSaif, Kbog, Smohammed2, Alltherestissilence, S terror1, Ballistic studies, Byroncraig1234, Jade Phoenix Pence, Hsshshss, Monkbot,
Filedelinkerbot, Tan2sie17, Rusty Lugnuts, Yprpyqp, Skeptical Unicorn, Green547, BU Rob13, JithendraV, Vondapace81,64, Sad red
jay66, Coolredjay66, Entranced98, GiraffeHelper87, Digitallymade, Bender the Bot, KhanSaheb, Tyrellamoureux, Unconscious mind,
Whisperee Death and Anonymous: 618

10.2 Images
• File:Colt_Model_of_1911_U.S._Army_b.png Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/Colt_Model_of_1911_

U.S._Army_b.png License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: File:Colt_Model_of_1911_U.S._Army_b.jpg Original artist: Sam Lisker

• File:Colt_SAA_Ladeklappe.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/Colt_SAA_Ladeklappe.JPG License:
Public domain Contributors: Own work Original artist: Hmaag

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Handgun?oldid=788399335
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/Colt_Model_of_1911_U.S._Army_b.png
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/40/Colt_Model_of_1911_U.S._Army_b.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Colt_Model_of_1911_U.S._Army_b.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Elderberrypa&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/d/d0/Colt_SAA_Ladeklappe.JPG
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Hmaag


10.3 Content license 11

• File:Commons-logo.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg License: PD Contributors: ? Origi-
nal artist: ?

• File:Defense.gov_photo_essay_090715-F-2575B-012.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Defense.
gov_photo_essay_090715-F-2575B-012.jpg License: Public domain Contributors:
This Image was released by the United States Air Force with the ID 090715-F-2575B-012 <a class='external text'
href='//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Category:Files_created_by_the_United_States_Air_Force_with_known_
IDs,<span>,&,</span>,filefrom=090715-F-2575B-012#mw-category-media'>(next)</a>.
This tag does not indicate the copyright status of the attached work. A normal copyright tag is still required. See Commons:Licensing for more information.
Original artist: Staff Sgt. Chrissy Best

• File:Edit-clear.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f2/Edit-clear.svg License: Public domain Contributors: The
Tango! Desktop Project. Original artist:
The people from the Tango! project. And according to the meta-data in the file, specifically: “Andreas Nilsson, and Jakub Steiner (although
minimally).”

• File:HandBombardWesternEurope1380.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/
HandBombardWesternEurope1380.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: self-made, photographed at Musee de l'Armee
Original artist: PHGCOM

• File:Handgun_collection.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7b/Handgun_collection.JPG License: CC
BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Joshuashearn

• File:Jehrico_941_F.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c9/Jehrico_941_F.jpg License: Public domain Con-
tributors: Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons. Original artist: Jpogi at English Wikipedia

• File:Luger-M1900.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e2/Luger-M1900.jpg License: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Con-
tributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Magnum44_900pix.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Magnum44_900pix.jpg License: CC BY-
SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Niels Noordhoek

• File:Remington_Diassembly.JPG Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/70/Remington_Diassembly.JPG Li-
cense: CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: Transferred from en.wikipedia Original artist: DarkSaturos90 at en.wikipedia

• File:S&W-Chief.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7f/S%26W-Chief.jpg License: Attribution Contribu-
tors: Transferred from en.wikipedia to Commons. Original artist: The original uploader was Jeff dean at English Wikipedia

• File:SIG_Pro_by_Augustas_Didzgalvis.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/SIG_Pro_by_Augustas_
Didzgalvis.jpg License: CC BY-SA 3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Augustas Didžgalvis

• File:Text_document_with_red_question_mark.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Text_document_
with_red_question_mark.svg License: Public domain Contributors: Created by bdesham with Inkscape; based upon Text-x-generic.svg
from the Tango project. Original artist: Benjamin D. Esham (bdesham)

• File:Walther_P99_9x19mm.png Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/Walther_P99_9x19mm.png License:
CC BY 2.5 Contributors: No machine-readable source provided. Own work assumed (based on copyright claims). Original artist: No
machine-readable author provided. Sirimiri~commonswiki assumed (based on copyright claims).

• File:Wiktionary-logo-en-v2.svg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Wiktionary-logo-en-v2.svg License:
CC-BY-SA-3.0 Contributors: ? Original artist: ?

• File:Yuan_chinese_gun.jpg Source: https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Yuan_chinese_gun.jpg License: CCBY-SA
3.0 Contributors: Own work Original artist: Ytrottier

10.3 Content license
• Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/4a/Commons-logo.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Defense.gov_photo_essay_090715-F-2575B-012.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6e/Defense.gov_photo_essay_090715-F-2575B-012.jpg
http://www.defense.gov/dodcmsshare/photoessay/2009-07/hires_090715-F-2575B-012a.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/Commons:Copyright_tags
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:MyLanguage/Commons:Licensing
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/f/f2/Edit-clear.svg
http://tango.freedesktop.org/Tango_Desktop_Project
http://tango.freedesktop.org/The_People
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/HandBombardWesternEurope1380.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c4/HandBombardWesternEurope1380.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=Musee_de_l%2527Armee&action=edit&redlink=1
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:PHGCOM
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7b/Handgun_collection.JPG
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Joshuashearn
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c9/Jehrico_941_F.jpg
//en.wikipedia.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Jpogi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/e2/Luger-M1900.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f8/Magnum44_900pix.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Njn&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/70/Remington_Diassembly.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:DarkSaturos90
http://en.wikipedia.org/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7f/S%2526W-Chief.jpg
//en.wikipedia.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Jeff_dean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/SIG_Pro_by_Augustas_Didzgalvis.jpg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/4/4f/SIG_Pro_by_Augustas_Didzgalvis.jpg
http://www.didzgalvis.lt/
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Text_document_with_red_question_mark.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/a/a4/Text_document_with_red_question_mark.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bdesham
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Text-x-generic.svg
//commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Bdesham
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/6c/Walther_P99_9x19mm.png
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Sirimiri~commonswiki&action=edit&redlink=1
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Wiktionary-logo-en-v2.svg
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/cf/Yuan_chinese_gun.jpg
//commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:Ytrottier&action=edit&redlink=1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

	Nomenclature variations
	Multiple senses of the word “pistol”

	Types of handguns
	Single-shot pistols
	Multi-barreled pistols
	Revolvers
	Semi-automatic pistols
	Machine pistols

	Operating mechanisms
	3D printed handguns
	Comparison with long guns
	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	Handguns and gun politics
	Australia
	Canada
	Czech Republic
	Germany
	Israel
	Italy
	Kenya
	Pakistan
	United Kingdom
	United States

	See also
	References
	External links
	Text and image sources, contributors, and licenses
	Text
	Images
	Content license


