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The Art of Firearm Maintenance 

Now I don't know about you, but I don't really like cleaning my house. Scrubbing toilets, washing 

dishes, mopping the floors. It's just not for me.  

 

Unless op course it's my car. Or my guns. 

When it comes to my guns, I'm almost fanatical about keeping them clean.  

It relaxes me. 

Plus, as each pistol and handgun is restored to near pristine-condition, it's just a satisfying feeling.  

You know your gun is in prime, working order, and should you ever need to rely on it you know you 

will be able to. Today, I'm going to cover what I believe is one of the most important, yet overlooked, 

topics when it comes to firearm use.  

Actually, keeping them clean. 

Because every, single time you fire your gun, contaminants start to build up. 

In the barrel, in the chamber.  

In almost every part of your gun fouling agents accumulate. 

Burnt carbon, copper casings, even the lead of the bullet all leave tiny traces of residue inside your 

gun. Let it build up enough, and your gun is going to foul, misfire or simply not function. 



2 
 

And that's a scary thought if you're relying on your gun to protect yourself. 

But it's not even the most surprising part. For many of the gun owners I speak to, it's amazing at just 

how infrequently they clean their guns. Some people have never cleaned their firearm. 

Never.  

That's crazy. Then they start telling me about how unreliable a certain pistol is, or that their gun isn't 

good because it no longer functions correctly and all I can do is laugh. If you're not cleaning your gun 

on a regular basis, of course it's not going to work properly. That's a simple fact. 

So, do me a favor.  

Take a look at your gun. Get it out of the gun safe you're keeping it in and have a good look.  

 

 

If on the outside you can see grime and other buildup, it's safe to say it's well overdue for a good clean. 

In the military, I probably spent almost the same amount of time cleaning my guns as I did shooting 

them, and I believe every gun owner in America needs to learn this art.  

And that's what I'm going to teach you in this guide. Read on to discover how to keep your guns in 

pristine working order, so you can always rely on them. 
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Why you need to keep your guns 

clean 

Aside from the fact that you've spent 

hundreds of dollars on a firearm, it's not 

going to do you any good in a home invasion 

or disaster scenario if it doesn't "shoot" 

when you pull the trigger. 

It's like a car with no gas.  

Or a smartphone with no battery. 

It's useless if you haven't kept it maintained, and keeping a gun clean is the first step.  

Because a gun is simply a tool. And for it to operate the way it was designed, it needs to be properly 

maintained. The powder residue and buildup of foreign substances inside your gun can stop it from 

working at all, which makes it an unreliable defensive tool, that performs unpredictably.  

Not something I'd recommend if you're ever relying on your gun to save your life.  

But a clean gun also increases the life of your gun. If you properly care for a firearm, cleaning and 

maintaining it as you use it, it’ll last for decades.  

You can bet those beautiful rifles and shotguns that have been passed down through a family since 

their great-grandfather's time have been properly cleaned and maintained. If you don't it's only a 

matter of time until it starts deteriorating to the point where it's no longer safe to use. So, don't go 

shooting then simply toss the gun back into your dirty, dark and damp basement. Treat it well, give it 

a good clean, oil it up and it'll last you a lifetime.  

Cleaning your guns is the perfect time to oil and lubricate your firearm. Of course, more isn't always 

better when it comes to lubrication, and knowing the right amount to use will ensure your gun is 

always in good, working order.  

Another key benefit that comes from maintaining your guns is learning the ins and outs of how they 

work. I get that you may not have a burning desire to understand the inner workings of a firearm, but 

when you start cleaning and maintaining your guns you're forced to learn.  

You'll see how everything interacts and soon you'll notice why things may not be working. Of course, 

different guns can be more complicated to disassemble, but knowing what's going on inside can help 

you to understand why it may be jammed or misfiring. Which may just save your life if you're ever in 

a dangerous situation.   

 

What is fouling up your gun 

Every time you shoot a firearm, residue accumulates on the inside of the barrel and within the 

mechanics. The continued build-up of this is known as fouling, which ultimately results in a misfire or 

your gun not working at all.  
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Here's what's building up in your gun that you need to clean: 

• Carbon. As the gunpowder in the cases ignites to propel the bullet down through the barrel it 

burns, leaving traces of carbon in both the chamber and the barrel. 

• Copper. After firing a copper jacketed bullet, trace elements of this are scraped off and remain 

on the inside of your barrel as the bullet passes through. 

• Lead. After firing a lead bullet, trace elements of this are scraped off and remain on the inside 

of your barrel as the bullet passes through. 

• Plastic. If you're firing a shotgun, traces of plastic can remain in the barrel from the plastic 

wads that are blasted off the shotgun shells. 

• Salts. Most of the gunpowder used in ammunition is still slightly corrosive, and will cause 

damage to your gun if left to remain inside the barrel for long periods of time.   

 

Unfortunately, it's currently impossible to find ammunition that will not foul up your gun. It's just not 

possible. The only thing you can do to keep a firearm in good working order is to clean it.  

 

How often should I clean my gun? 

Unfortunately, there's no hard and fast rule when it comes to cleaning your guns.  

Which means most gun owners often have their own idea about what constitutes "regular" cleaning. 
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I know some people, like myself, who are adamant about cleaning everything after each shooting 

session. I don't relax until I know my guns are back in perfect working order. 

In the military, I depended on my guns.  

They kept me safe, as a weapon that I 

could use to engage and attack enemy 

forces with. Because I needed them in 

good working order, cleaning them 

after every shoot became a habit. It 

Because my life depended on my guns.  

But many people in the general public 

only do the bare minimum, if at all. 

Which scares me. 

With a dirty firearm, especially semi-automatics, you get a higher chance of a malfunction like a fail-

to-fire or a fail-to-feed, situations you never want to have if you're relying on your weapons to keep 

you safe. What I've found over the last 25 years being an active gun-owner is that: 

• Unclean semi-automatics are more likely to jam 

• Unclean semi-automatics are more likely to fail to eject spent casings 

• Unclean revolvers are more likely to bind up with a stuck trigger 

But I also get it.  

In everyday life, for a recreational gun owner, it may be a little impractical to assume you need to 

clean your guns every time you shoot. Especially if you're only letting off a handful of rounds. Cleaning 

your guns doesn't take all that long, but it is time consuming, and is probably not quite as important 

unless it's your concealed carry you're relying on to keep you safe. 

So, let's make two rules.  

After shooting 250 rounds through you gun, it's time to give it a clean. This way, it's going to be 

"relatively" clean at all times, and ready to shoot with. 

I'd also recommend giving your gun a good clean before putting it away for any long periods of time. 

The damage a little perspiration or rust can do over time can be huge, so if you've been hunting up at 

your cabin and won't be back for a few months, take the time to give your gun a good clean.  

Oh, and don't worry. 

There's no such thing as over-cleaning when it comes to firearms. Over-lubrication yes, but follow the 

techniques we cover later in this guide and you'll always have a well-maintained weapon that's ready 

to shoot at a moment's notice.  
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Can't I get someone else to clean my gun? 

I've kept my wife's Glock cleaned and 

maintained for years, but in hindsight this 

probably hasn't been the smartest approach. 

A few months ago, she was at the range by 

herself, and a simple malfunction with a 

recoil spring cut her shooting session short.  

She simply didn't know what to do to fix her 

gun on the spot. 

Now, if I'd taken the time to show her how 

the gun actually works, she probably could 

have fixed it then and there. In fact, after I ran 

through with her how easy it was to replace 

(and the fact there's a spring replacement kit 

in her gun-bag), her exact words were 

"Damn…I should have known how to do 

that." 

Cleaning your gun forces you to learn how it 

works.  

So, if it ever stops working when you need it 

most, you actually have an idea of what's wrong, and perhaps you can fix it yourself.  

This knowledge could save your life.  

Cleaning your gun also gives you confidence in the proper handling of your gun. Once you know how 

to tear it down and put it back together, you'll feel more comfortable handling it. This confidence will 

carry over to your shooting, and just how well you can handle your choice of gun in the range and in 

your everyday life.  

Plus, you'll get to see all the interior mechanics of your gun firsthand. That way, you notice any signs 

of wear and tear and can proactively replace any worn parts before they break on you.  

Do yourself a favor. Learn how to clean your gun yourself, so you're able to always keep it working, 

no matter what. 

 

What's inside a good gun cleaning kit 

You don't need to spend hundreds of dollars for a good quality gun-cleaning kit, but there are a few 

particular items you want to ensure you've got in any kit you buy. Of course, over time you'll probably 

want to change these out or experiment with different brands, but until then a basic gun-cleaning kit 

is going to be a fantastic place to start. 
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Inside a good gun cleaning kit, you'll find 

• A small bottle of solvent 

• A small bottle of lubricant 

• A small bottle of degreaser 

• A cleaning rod with a connecting jag (i.e patch holder) 

• Spare cleaning patches 

Now a jag is just a fancy term for the attachment that goes on the end of your cleaning rod. It's what 

will hold your cleaning patches in place when you're pushing it through the bore of your barrel. A jag 

is simply stabbed through the middle of a cleaning patch, and the point will hold it in place as you 

clean. Depending on your kit the jag may instead be a loop, but it's essentially the same thing. Instead 

of a point though, a loop has a hole like an oversized sewing needle, and you just push the patch 

halfway through to secure it in place.  

You'll also need to buy a bore-cleaning brush that attaches to your cleaning rod. These are usually sold 

separately to the basic gun cleaning kits as the size you will need actually depends on the caliber of 

gun you've got. So, ask before you buy, and ensure you get the right sized bore-brush for your gun.  

Personally, I'd just get a bronze brush to start with. It makes cleaning your gun far easier than a plastic 

version. Unless of course you're using a super-powerful solvent that's specifically designed to dissolve 

copper fouling, a brass brush is fine. If you're planning to go to town on your gun and use a solvent 

like this, you'll definitely need a plastic brush. The chemicals in the heavy-duty solvents will actually 

dissolve a bronze brush.  

There are also stainless steel bore brushes available, but you need to be careful. The metal in these is 

just as hard as that in the barrel of your gun, and if you work it too hard when you're cleaning you can 

damage the gun. To offset this, you'll also find that stainless steel brushes have a different design with 

their bristles, which in my experience just doesn't clean as well. Just get a bronze one. 

The patches that come with your kit will run out rather quickly, so you may also want to stock up on 

these. There are many suppliers selling these in bulk, or do what I do, and raid you closet for any old 

tee shirts. Cotton works best, just cut them up into similarly sized patches and you're good to go. I'd 

also recommend keeping a few larger pieces to use as cleaning rags, prepare at least four or five rags 

that are a little larger than your hands for wiping down your gun as you clean it.  

But that's not all you'll need. 

In my kit, I've got a few extra household items that also help the cleaning process. Get your hands on 

an old toothbrush, a bunch of cotton swabs, and proper pipe cleaners (you'll find these near the 

cigarettes in most big-box retailers).  
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Don't make a mess 

I do all my gun cleaning in my garage, I've got a big wooden bench where I can spread everything out 

and have plenty of room when I'm fiddling with my guns. Before you start cleaning your guns, make 

sure you've got adequate space to do it. 

 

Because you need to be careful. 

The solvents used to clean your gun are toxic. Drip them on things like your carpet or the finish on 

your table-top and it's going to eat away the color, and destroy the finish. Which is exactly what they're 

supposed to do inside your gun, you just don't want this touching anything else.  

Here's how I avoid making a mess. 

First, lay down a large sheet of plastic. I use extra-large garbage bags just spread flat over my bench. 

This then gets covered with several sheets of newspaper, and a final layer of paper towels. Once I'm 

done I can just roll up the whole mess, and drop it straight into the trash.  

The other important thing to remember is that solvents aren't very skin-friendly. Yes, even the latest 

ones which they claim are fine to get on your skin are still going to dry out your hands. Don't trust 

these claims, because it's just common sense. If a solvent is powerful enough to dissolve the lacquer 

finish on your wood table-top, imagine what' it'll do to your hands. Buy yourself some gloves. Find 

Nitrile gloves, definitely not latex, as these will actually dissolve if you get solvent on them.  

Finally, I'd also invest in a pair of good safety goggles to wear when you're cleaning your guns. If the 

solvent is bad for your skin you can guarantee that in your eyes it's going to be both painful, and 

perhaps even do permanent damage. And as you're running the bore brush in and out of the barrel, I 

don't care how careful you are, it'll spray around. Get safety glasses and protect your eyes. 
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Actually cleaning your gun 

No matter what gun you've got, 

it's my experience that they're 

not going to stay reliable if 

they're not kept clean. Especially 

if you're relying on the gun to 

defend yourself.  

The last thing you want is a 

malfunction which could have 

been avoided with just a few 

minutes work.  

The steps I'm about to run 

through follow the general 

cleaning process and apply to almost all handguns, but there will be some finer points that are specific 

to your particular make and model. You'll learn these quickly after cleaning your gun once or twice, if 

you're also following along with your owner's manual.  

Plus, when you clean a firearm it's the perfect time to inspect it and ensure that nothing is wearing 

out'. I'd much rather catch a potential problem while I'm cleaning my gun than find out it's 

malfunctioning when I'm in a situation where my life depends on my weapon.  

So, grab your manual, your gun and your cleaning kit and you're ready to go. But before we get too 

far along there's two basic rules to follow. Staying safe, and being careful not to over-lubricate your 

firearm.  

 

Staying safe while cleaning your gun 

Now this is a little obvious, but it needs to be said. Cleaning your gun involves harsh solvents that are 

highly flammable. Not what you want to be breathing, so ensure you've got a well-lit and ventilated 

space to work, that's away from any open flames.  

Along the side of my garage I've got big sliding windows, these are always fully open when I'm cleaning 

my guns, with the fan going too. You need the air to flow. 

It's also logical but before you start disassembling your firearm ensure that it's unloaded.  

Now comes the fun part.  

If you're unsure at all about what to do, it'd be a good idea to refer to your owner's manual before 

you start trying to pull your gun apart. The steps are clearly outlined, and there's also plenty of 

tutorials on YouTube that will walk you through every step of the process for nearly every make and 

model of firearm. 
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If you've misplaced or not got a copy of the owner's manual anymore, most manufacturers have these 

available on their website. Download it, then follow the steps. Or just order yourself another copy, it's 

one of the best investments you can make towards keeping your gun operating well.  

 

Before you start, make sure you understand the layout of your weapon, and tools or specific 

procedures you need. The owner's manual is the most comprehensive guide to the assembly and 

disassembly of your particular firearm you'll find, and it'll also highlight the specific areas that need oil 

and lubrication. This will stop you from doing any damage the weapon as you clean it, and prevent 

you from sending springs flying across the room as you pull it apart.  

 

Don't over-do the lubrication 

This second point is one I cannot stress enough.  

When you're oiling your firearm, you need to be careful not to overdo it. So read the manual and 

follow the manufacturer's instructions to the letter. If it calls for a single drop of oil. Use a single drop 

of oil. Not 10. Or 20. One.  

If you're using too much oil it's actually a very bad thing.  

Oil naturally attracts debris like dust, dirt and sand, which will quickly become a sludge-like buildup 

that can foul your gun.  

For your gun to work properly, all it needs is a light oil in the spots outlined in your owner's manual.  

That's it. Right, onto the cleaning. 



11 
 

Starting the cleaning process 

The first step is to ensure your gun 

has been properly unloaded and 

there is no bullet left in the chamber. 

I'd also recommend pointing it in a 

safe direction, like towards a solid 

concrete wall in your garage, just in 

case.  

There's too many horror stories 

shared between gun owners who 

have hurt themselves, or their 

families, while cleaning their 

firearms.  

So be safe.  

Double check it's unloaded, and point it in a safe direction. 

For a shooting accident to occur you need a combination of these three elements. 

• A working firearm 

• Ammunition for the firearm 

• Someone to trigger it 

Remove one of these from the equation, and an accident is impossible. 

What I normally do is take the ammunition I've emptied from my gun, and drop it into the top drawer 

in my work desk. That way it's out of sight, and away from any potential damage to the magazine or 

ammunition from the solvents.  

And I'm also far less likely to go into auto-pilot and reload my gun.  

When it comes to breaking down a firearm for cleaning, it doesn't actually mean that you need to take 

it completely apart. When you clean a gun you use a technique known as field stripping, which just 

means partially disassembling it so it can be cleaned. 

If you've got a semi-automatic pistol, you'll be breaking it down to its major parts at this time. So you'll 

have the barrel, slide, guide rod, frame and magazine separated. But because there's so many 

different makes and models, be sure to follow the steps in your manual to do this right. 

If you've got a single-action revolver it's far simpler, you just need to remove the cylinder from the 

pistol's frame. If you've got a double-action revolver it's even easier, you just need to swing the 

cylinder out and into the open position.  
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I'd also like to mention the grip and grip panels at this point. Depending on the actual gun you've got 

these may also need to be removed as part of the cleaning process. Again, read the manual and follow 

the specific instructions for your make and model of gun.  

 

Cleaning the barrel 

One of the most important parts of your gun to clean properly is the interior of the barrel. It's also one 

of the toughest jobs, as after every shooting session more fouling agents will have built up. If you leave 

this build-up in there it'll reduce the accuracy of your gun, and also corrode the rifling which can stop 

the bullets from spinning properly as they leave the chamber. 

 

Take your bore brush, and attach it to the end of your cleaning rod. Add a little bit of solvent to the 

brush, and push it through the bore of the barrel several times. It's preferable to always clean in the 

same direction the bullet travels, to reduce the chances you do any damage to the muzzle end with 

your cleaning, especially if you're using a brass or stainless steel brush. But this is not always possible, 

cleaning a snub-nosed revolver is almost impossible without going in from the muzzle side. 

Scrubbing the barrel is the most labor-intensive part of the cleaning process, and can be difficult if it's 

been a long time between cleanings. I usually add solvent one or two more times as I work, to ensure 

there's enough chemicals on the brush to thoroughly scrub out any fouling build up. 

Once you're happy it's scrubbed clean, remove the bore brush from your cleaning rod and swap it out 

for your patch holder. Secure a patch in and run it through the bore of the barrel you've been cleaning. 

Of course, the first couple of patches are going to get dirty very quickly, and you'll need to keep 

swapping these out until they start coming out clean.  
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Now it's time to see how well you've scrubbed. Hold the barrel up to the light, and check to see if 

there is any fouling still inside the bore.  

If there is, go back to the bore brush and solvent for additional scrubbing, before cleaning it out with 

a few more patches. Usually you'll only need to scrub the barrel out once, but it will depend on just 

how dirty it was before you started.  

After you're done, take a clean patch which has been dapped with a little bit of gun oil, and push it 

through the bore of the barrel. You want to leave only a fine layer of oil to stop any moisture from 

harming the rifling in your barrel.  

For a semi-automatic, you're now done for this step. 

But if your handgun is a revolver, you'll need to repeat this process for each of the chambers in the 

cylinder of your gun. You simply brush and scrub it, then clean it out like you did the main barrel. 

 

Cleaning the rest of your gun 

From here, I'll take the old toothbrush in my kit and using a little solvent I'll give the other parts of my 

gun a good scrub, before wiping off the solvent and any residue with a rag.  

 

Be frugal though. Your gun does not need to start dripping solvent in order for you to clean it properly. 

You just need a little to clean off the grime, not a lot.  

Here's how to tell if you've cleaned it enough. Once you're done, take a clean cloth and rub it over the 

spot you've just finished cleaning. If it comes away with grime marks on the cloth, you need to clean 

it more. 
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You can probably guess that I'm rather pedantic when it comes to my guns, and if something looks 

dirty, I make sure to give it a good scrub. Fouling agents can build up quickly in the nooks and crannies 

of your gun, and you can also use the degreaser from your kit to help you get rid of all of this. 

Inside a semi-automatic you're going to want to focus your cleaning on the interior grooves of the 

slide, and ensure the ejector and any contact points between the slide and the frame are cleaned well, 

along with the area around the trigger and the magazine. Pay particular attention to the feed ramp 

and the chamber, as I generally find the most carbon buildup is here. You may need to use a brass 

wire brush with a little solvent to remove any stubborn carbon that's stuck in here. 

 

Another point I want to mention with a semi-automatic is the importance of the magazine and the 

surrounding area being clean. If I've been practicing reloading drills and my mags have been on the 

ground, there's probably going to be dirt and other debris inside that could stop your magazine sliding 

in and out properly. So, remove the base plate and ensure the inside is cleaned well, along with the 

follower. Just remember. Do not put any oil inside your magazines. This will collect dirt and dust and 

you'll quickly start experiencing failures to fire.  

In a revolver, the main areas of fouling build up will be around the forcing cone, on the face of the 

cylinder, the ratchet, and under the ejector star if you've got a double-action revolver. It's much 

simpler than cleaning a semi-automatic. Just take your time, and do it thoroughly. 

 

Lubricating your gun 

The specific points to apply lubrication oil will differ from gun to gun, so make sure you confirm where 

it needs to be applied from your owner's manual.  

Generally, though, it's like this.  
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In a semi-automatic you're going to 

need to apply lubricant to all of the 

areas of the gun that rub against 

each other.  

I use cotton swabs dabbed in the oil 

spots marked in my gun owner's 

manual to ensure I don't over-

lubricate, and cause further 

problems with my gun.  

In a revolver, you just need a little 

oil on the ratchet and cylinder pin, 

and a little on the ejector rod if 

you're using a double-action.  

I simply drop this straight from the bottle onto my revolvers, as they need a little more than what I 

can apply with a cotton swab, and a single drop is usually just right. 

 

The final inspection and reassembly 

Right. At this point we've: 

• Scrubbed the barrel bore with solvent, wiped it clean and treated it with oil 

• Scrubbed the pistol with solvent, wiped it clean and treated it with oil 

• Applied oil to all the lubrication points as directed in our owner's manual 

Now you simply need to reassemble your gun.  

This is the most important part of the process, as you want to ensure its functioning correctly after 

being disassembled and cleaned.  

If you've got a semi-automatic cycle the slide a few times and try a few dry shoots. You want to ensure 

the hammer is falling properly, the striker is releasing at the right moment, and is also resetting 

properly. I've also got a few dummy rounds I keep for each of my guns, and I'll cycle them through 

now, to ensure that it's feeding, firing, extracting and ejecting correctly.  

The other benefit of cycling the action a few times is to ensure the lubricant is spread evenly 

throughout the mechanics of the gun, and none is oozing out of the joints. If it is, simply wipe it off 

with a clean rag, and cycle the action a few more times. 

Finally, I like to add just a light coat of oil to the exterior of my guns. It helps protect their finish so 

they keep looking new. I told you I'm pedantic. So just grab a clean rag and with a little gun oil wipe 

down all the exterior surfaces of the pistol, before wiping it clean. You don't want oil left on your gun 

to ruin your clothes, your holster, or to affect your grip when you're trying to shoot. 
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From here, we're done. I reload the firearm and put it back in my gun safe, roll up the garbage bag 

and dispose of all the used cleaning supplies, and make sure to give my hands and arms a good wash 

to clean off any solvents or oils that may have got onto me. 

It's that simple.  

 

From start to finish the entire process takes about 10 to 15 minutes, and is a habit I've gotten into 

after every time I've shot a weapon. The trick though is to prepare everything you need in advance, 

so you're not having to go searching through your house for supplies every time you want to clean 

your gun. All of the solvents, oils and cleaning products I use are kept in a single box, that sits in the 

top shelf of my garage, so it's on hand, and easy to access whenever I need it.  

 

Maintaining your guns after the SHTF 

For anyone who depends on a firearm to stay safe, you can only rely on it if it's been well maintained. 

But after a disaster has struck, you're not going to be able to get deliveries from Amazon or even pop 

into your local sporting goods store.  

You need to plan ahead. 

The problem is, most patriots only get halfway there. They've got a couple of guns, a few spare 

magazines, and a bunch of ammunition, but that's it.  

1. They don't have the right gun cleaning supplies on hand 

2. They lack adequate spare parts or replacement weapons  
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Luckily, these two areas are easily remedied with a simple solution. 

Stock up before it becomes a problem.  

I'm serious.  

I've got more than enough cleaning gear in my home to continue my regular gun use and cleaning 

schedule for the next 25 years. That may be a little overkill, but should I not be able to purchase any 

cleaning supplies ever again, I'm still confident my guns will be kept in pristine condition for the 

foreseeable future. It's probably about $600 worth of supplies, and I'm done.  

Next is spare parts.  

I've also got at least two of every firearm I own. This is for the simple reason that I don't really believe 

in stocking up on spare parts. Of course, you should have spare parts for your weapons, especially the 

pieces that need to be constantly replaced like the firing springs, but apart from these I don't want to 

invest thousands of dollars in parts I may not need. 

 

Instead, I took a rather novel approach.  

I bought two of everything.  

Perhaps I'm a little crazy, but I saw a big advantage here.  

If my first handgun breaks I've got a backup that I'm more than comfortable using. And if the second 

one breaks I can always cannibalize the two to perhaps create a third that I can continue to use until 

that breaks. And by that time whatever crisis we've been facing should be well and truly over. 

Problem solved. 
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But it's not always that easy.  

Perhaps there's a reason you can't plan ahead. You're caught off-guard and have to ride out whatever 

disaster you're stuck in at a distant relative's house. Or you've been evacuated and are now holed up 

in a remote cabin in the woods you never got around to stocking up.  

All you have is an old handgun in the closed, and a little spare ammunition. 

There's no cleaning products to be seen, but you want to give the gun a good once-over so you know 

it's not all gummed up and is safe to use.  

Here's what I'd do. 

Scout around for a can of WD40. Despite the advertising, it's not the best lubricant, but it's a good 

solution for helping you to degrease and clean any gunk from a firearm. Plus, most toolsheds are going 

to have a can of this lying around. Just be careful if you've only got this on hand. The lubricating effects 

will not last long, and the carbon build up can quickly lead to malfunctions.  

Diesel is another liquid you can use as a 

solvent and degreaser if there's no WD40 

handy, or even kerosene.  

Unload the firearm and disassemble it to 

the best of your ability, and look around for 

anything that you can use in place of a bore-

cleaning brush.  

In a pinch, a sturdy piece of wire can be 

bent with a loop in the end so you can at 

least clean the bore out with some patches 

of cloth. You can also tie a knot in a 

bootlace and use it to clean out the barrel. 

Finally, you need to lubricate. Any oil is better than no oil, so look around for anything that you can 

use as a solution. Personally, I'd look for an automotive oil like Mobile 1 or even some spare automatic 

transmission fluid. Both of these work really well with firearms. Clean is obviously better than dirty, 

but in a pinch during a real crisis, you should be able to find these in ample supply in any nearby cars.  

Just be careful. If you're cleaning a gun you've never used before, without the help of the owner's 

manual it can be difficult to know how to take it apart. Make sure it's unloaded before you start 

fiddling with it, the real trick is to just slow down take your time.  

Think logically how the gun works from your experience cleaning and maintaining your own firearms, 

and once you've field stripped it get it as clean as possible, with a good dose of oil for good measure. 

That's about all you can do, and it'll be ready to go.  
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Final thoughts 

Being able to take good care of your guns goes hand-in-hand with being a responsible gun owner.  

 

Because a clean gun, is a working gun, and one that you can rely on no matter what. 

Every time you take a shot with a firearm the explosion that occurs inside the chamber sends 

contaminants into all the mechanics of your gun, and these build up over time to cause a huge amount 

of problems.  

Now it's up to you.  

In this guide, we covered everything you need to know about why cleaning your gun regularly is a 

good idea, the cleaning products you'll need, along with the general process that you need to follow 

when you're cleaning any firearm.  

Follow these techniques, and your guns will always be in good working order. 

Stay safe, and happy shooting. 
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